
  
    St Michael & All Angels Church, Meeth Completion of project 

20th June 2017 
 

Meeth PCC is delighted to announce that the major project restoring the tower and the listed 
bells and installing new facilities has now been completed. 
 
The church has received a huge amount of support from: 
 
Heritage Lottery Fund   National Churches Trust   
Devon Historic Churches Trust  Allchurches Trust 
Garfield Weston Foundation   The Cooper Fund 
The Headley Trust    The Idlewild Trust 
Viscount Amory’s Charitable Trust  Church Buildings Council (Bells) 
The Balsdon Trust (Bells)   The Devon Church Bell Restoration Fund 
The Sharpe Trust (Bells)   The Archdeacons Fund    
Local Community donations  
 
St Michael & All Angels is a beautiful Grade II* listed church with a number of special features and 
monuments.  Masonry work to the tower was urgent as water ingress was damaging the structure 
and the stones were much worse towards the top requiring extra stonework.  When the vestry 
floor was dug for pipework a large void was discovered underneath requiring a new limecrete 
floor.  The 17th century tiles at the base of the tower have been carefully restored and relaid.  New 
facilities have been installed which will enable the church to hold more activities to engage with 
the local community.  The very bumpy churchyard path has been replaced and access is now much 
easier. 
 
Recent archaeological finds revealed evidence of an earlier church on the site with an early 
medieval feature and three medieval graves.  It is important that the church and its heritage are  
safeguarded for future generations.   
 
Our architect, Mr Simon Cartlidge, won an award in 2015 from the Diocesan Advisory Committee 
for the Care of Churches for the Church of St Michael and All Angels for ‘A comprehensively 
researched submission regarding the treatment of fabric in an attempt to solve a centuries-old 
problem’.  He has been enormously supportive throughout this project. 
 
Revd Dr Ruth Hansford said, “It is a huge achievement for a small village church to have 
undertaken and completed such a large project.  It would not have been possible without so much 
help and support from grant-giving bodies and the local community.  We give thanks that the 
church can now continue to be a place of worship and community at the heart of the village.”  
 
Heritage Lottery Fund awarded an amazing £156,400 towards the project, which could not have 
been completed without this grant.  The National Churches Trust and Devon Historic Churches 
Trust came to the rescue with extra funds for the additional work required to the tower and vestry 
floor. Our sponsors have all been extremely helpful and supportive throughout the project. 
The total cost of the project was £273,448. 



  
 
Special thanks go to local residents Richard and Judy Proctor for their help and support in many 
different ways throughout the project. 
 
For further details contact: 

Miss Jenny Green 01837 810709 jenniferbgreen03@gmail.com 
Northmoor Team website www.northmoorteam.org.uk 
National Churches Trust  PRESS CONTACT Eddie Tulasiewicz   07742 932278    0207 776 1048 
 

Notes to the editor: 

We held a Celebration Songs of Praise with the Washaway Gallery Choir on Sunday 4th June 2017 
at 3.30pm followed by a Cream Tea in the Church, which was a very special event and everyone 
was very grateful for the new facilities. 

Exbourne Choir performed their Summer Concert in front of a full house at Charter Hall, 

Okehampton on Saturday 17 June to raise funds for The National Churches Trust. Pauline Savage 

has been working hard with the choir for many months ably assisted by pianist/organist Christine 

Cleverdon.  Peter Juniper added depth with percussion. The enthusiastic audience were 

entertained with a wide range of music to suit all tastes.  The show was superbly compered by 

Okehampton College student Ryan Harnell. 

We have just been given permission to start ringing the bells now that the tower has had time to 
settle and The Bell Team will start practicing as soon as possible, we will have a re-dedication 
service with Bishop Nick McKinnel later in the year. 

Please see photographs of the project. 

About the Heritage Lottery Fund 

From the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from precious 

memories and collections to rare wildlife, we use National Lottery players’ money to help people 

across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about www.hlf.org.uk 

About the National Churches Trust 

The National Churches Trust is the only national, non-profit organisation dedicated to supporting 
and promoting churches of all Christian denominations in the UK.  

It aims to:  

 

a)         provide grants for the repair, maintenance and modernisation of church buildings,  

b)         act as a catalyst to improve and bring resources to the management of church buildings,  

c)         promote the value of church buildings to the community at large.  

 

For more information visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org  
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